1. The first stanza might make you think this poems tone could be joyful but still about race because Sherman Alexei says "The white woman across the isle from me" then still in the first stanza is speaking of the lady being nice sharing her knowledge of the area. When the lady mentions Walden pond I believe this is Alexis braking point although he still shows a happy face. The conflict is quick to arise in the second stanza. I know this because Alexei says "I have learned a little more about American history than my few days back East than what I expected..." This shows us he believes he knows the truth and the woman on the train is repeating false history. This conflict ties in closely with the persona. The persona is Alexei Sherman speaking of a past experience. Alexei really wants to tell this lady off and decides to keep his negative thoughts to himself. This poem was interesting to me since I have never read a poem from the point of view a Native American sounding off on his thoughts. The moral in this poem is clearly stated in the 34th - 36th lines as Alexei wrote "while I, as all Indians have done since this war began, made plans for what I would do and say next time". This brings to mind the whole all a little to late saying. I do not think the last line is disappointment but rather another shame on the white person. I do not like the feeling this poem gives me, especially with Thanks Giving right around the corner.
2. In the poem, "On the Amtrak from Boston to New York City" by Sherman Alexie, the speaker uses a lot of emotion. At first, the speaker sounds agitated and mad. This becomes present when it is written, "I have learned little more about American history during my few days back East that what I expected and far less of what we should all know of the tribal stories whose architecture is 15,000 years older than the corners of the house that sits museumed on the hill." (page 883). You can tell that the speaker is agitated because his Native American culture is much older and has more value, but no one realizes this and just thinks about "normal" American culture.  The speaker is also annoyed but compassionate when it says, "...I don't have a cruel enough heart to break her own by telling her there are five Walden Ponds on my little reservation out West and at least a hundred more surrounding Spokane,..." (page 883). He is annoyed because he does not care about something that he has seen a hundred times before, but he is compassionate by he wants to be gentle to the woman and not tell her that he is annoyed, so he keeps nodding and answering her questions. The speaker begins to care about the woman, and he even brings her back an orange juice from the food car. The emotions that are in conflict are his annoyance and his compassion. He becomes annoyed about Walden Pond when he says, " 'I don't give a shit about Walden. I know the Indians were living stories around that pond before Walden's grandparents were born and before his grandparent's grandparents were born.' " (page 883-884). He begins to have compassion for the woman by not speaking his mind and eventually bringing her an orange juice back from the food car. I believe that the moral lessons of this poem are that no matter how much someone annoys you, you must respect them and listen to them because you do not know if they have learned any different. The speaker shows this by he could have gotten mad at the woman, but he knew that she did not know any different about his culture. Because he stayed calm and continued to listen to the woman, they began to respect each other, and the woman thought of the speaker as one of her own. 
3. The speaker's emotions are raw and evident in this piece.  He seems to be loyal to his heritage, and proud of where he had come from, but not willing to vocalize it to an outsider. He harbors an undertone of anger, but outwardly tries to be polite to the woman riding with him in the train car.  Beneath the surface, he is so angry with her pretentious recalls of American history that he is literally cursing every few words to express his feelings.  It's interesting because, at no point, did he ever tell the woman about his heritage and his people's history.  It was almost as if he was angry but compliant at the same time.  He speaks of this specifically in the poem when he describes how it wouldn't make a difference to enlighten her on the many deep historic stories he could share - but is still boiling with disdain for her going on and on.I'm not sure there is a clear moral lesson to take away here.  I think it depends on whether or not you think he was right to "stand down" and let the woman have her opinions and stories.  Perhaps, the takeaway is that you don't always have to voice your history to make a stand.  In my opinion, anger doesn't ever help these sorts of situations.  How did he inner feelings for the conversation better him?  They didn't - they just upset him.  I would say, why even bother getting angry.  The woman may not know his heritage, but could also mean no harm by discussing what intrigues her with this young man.  Just a thought...
4. In the poem, "On the Amtrak from Boston to New York City" by Sherman Alexie I was able to see that the this poem is very strong and it has anger. I was not able to understand the concept of the poem but then after reading it a few times and trying to understand every line, I was able to feel the anger and frustration of the speaker especially in the part where the poet wrote, " the city I pretend to call my home,'Listen,' I could of told her.'I don't give a shit about Walden. I know the Indians were living stories around that pond before Walden's grandparents were born."( page 883). It made me visualize the author angry and annoyed with the old lady's history story and even though he was very annoyed he just sat there and smiled at her. I believe that the morality of this poem is maybe to be patient to people even if they tend to annoy you, to show compassion and not be rude. 
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